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A dream of the ages and of the people of Ghana comes true. This is the river that has behind it a 
living history of service to mankind. And for an equally long time man has been attracted to 
making this river serve even more. July 1961 marks the beginning of a project that is to provide 
hydroelectricity for industrialization, help diversify agriculture, provide food and good water for 
household use and agriculture. This is the project that is to diversify Ghana’s economy and help 
develop a system of navigation and transportation. These will help improve the living standards 
of the people.  
 
Ghana’s single largest economic project was estimated to cost 70 million pounds. This all 
important project called for very extensive participation from outside sources. Ghana produced 
half the total cost. The governments of the United States and the United Kingdom and the World 
Bank also provided necessary financial assistance. The Kaiser Engineers of America and 
Impregilo the main dam builders from Italy with their stock of experience and helped by 
Ghanaians use all the modern mobile equipment such as scrapers giant D9s fitted with rock 
gripping devices which help reduce the need for blasting, dumpers, shovels, trucks, bulldozers to 
convey shiploads of components, a selection of vibratory rollers for compacting the rocks and 
building materials on the rock filled dam. The Volta dam is the direct result of international 
cooperation.  
 
The placid water is to yield to the skill of the workers in order to form the biggest man made lake 
in the world. But before it gets tamed, the Volta has other tricks with which to shake the morale 
of all who are engaged in taming her.    
 
Work on the dam is formidable, delicate and dangerous. The 4,000 workers and their families 
must be provided with every comfort, and provisions should be made for their spiritual and 
material welfare. Akosombo town, a construction camp, soon develops into a permanent town to 
serve as a lake port. The construction camp grows. Akosombo is built by the Volta River 
Authority. Gardens have been laid. In these gardens workers and their families relax in 
preparation for the difficult task of dam construction. The Volta River Authority has 
responsibility over the new township of Akosombo. This is where the dam builders have good 
representation of Italians, Americans, Nigerians, British, Israelis, Brazilians, Portuguese, 
Canadians, Pakistanis, Dutch, and Ghanaians prepare to meet the latent problems of the Volta. 
Men, nor machines, nor the most modern techniques of civil engineering could prevail against 
the rare July flood of 1963. The unforeseen flood creates the biggest problem of the engineers. A 
new device gives “gaviars[?]” have been constructed and said to prevent the flood from washing 
away the dam. Two divergent channels have been poured to help send out the floodwater and so 
aid the construction of the dam all year round. The channels have been water proved against 
damage. 
 
The Volta has played its trump card against fate. With a freak flood, the first after forty-six years, 
and an expected fifty-four years hence. The 1963 July flood washes away the protective plastic 
sheeting and damages the clear core. But this has come out as the last major threat to progress. 
Faced with such a natural opposition, the dam builders could do nothing but hope and continue 
operations where possible. Work goes ahead on the saddle dam and on the spillways where 
excavation is nearly complete. Concrete placing continues. Six pin stocks, each twenty-four feet 
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in diameter and one hundred foot long, take the lake water down to the turbines in the 
powerhouse below. Here electricity is generated.   
 
Dam builders work round the clock—they must be protected. Facilities such as a modern forty-
bed hospital complete with an x-ray department, laboratories, and a pharmacy, an Olympic 
standard swimming pool, are being provided. And for entertainment the workers have a 
community center, where they dance and also watch film shows and concerts. A papal 
consecrated Catholic Church; “Saint Barbara” serves to emphasize the principle of unity and 
diversity by taking in Catholics and non-Catholics.  
 
Problems of health add on to the difficulties. Health officers of the Volta River Authority, aware 
of the nightly adverse effects of the vast water on health, go out to make life safe for the many 
Ghanaians who are to live around the lake. The officers make sure diseases such as Malaria and 
River Blindness are prevented or controlled and that the lake water is safe for these and others 
around the lake to use.  
 
“Gods of the Volta, Gods of our ancestral home, be pacified, protect us against all evils, come 
with us and help us achieve all that is good for us in our new homes,” praised the linguist as the 
people prepare to leave for a newer settlement area. The Volta River Project creates the greatest 
human problem. As the lake rises, 80,000 Ghanaians, men, women and children, have their 
homes inundated. For these, new homes must be found.  
 
The Volta River Authority has had full help from all. The people themselves have cooperated. 
The Army, the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, have all helped to 
create a sound, hunger free, and happy environment for the evacuees. Ghana’s Social Welfare 
department has gone full out to help evacuate the unfortunate ones from their villages and to 
make their own countrymen feel at home in their new environment. The 80,000 from 700 
scattered villages leave their ancestral homes for new ones. The move is difficult, but the 
Ghanaian is very understanding. The natural desire of a people to preserve the culture and 
traditions so original to them has given way to hope for a future unknown. Ghana’s resettlement 
scheme has not been without conflict. Homes and holy places have been left with many a panic. 
But with good will and understanding the scheme has been a success. This is the water that has 
destroyed. This is the water that is to support the affected and to carry them away into safety.  
 
The inevitable move creates a unique opportunity for planning and development. The new 
resettlement areas are complete with pipe born water, good access roads, sanitation, schools, and 
markets. The agricultural plan provides thousands of acres of farmlands. The farmers are trained 
in modern methods of mechanized farming. Demonstration plots for tobacco, oil palm, and citrus 
as well has poultry and pig farming have been introduced. These help to solve the human 
problem as work on the dam goes on. 
 
The pin stocks are being welded. They go where they are to serve. As new evacuees get settled in 
their new homes, the dam builders busy themselves with finally setting and settling the pin 
stocks.   
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The last load of rocks marks the end of it all. The dam is complete. The lake area is all built up. 
The lake rises. Water from the lake must find a way into the pin stocks. The pin stocks can knock 
the lake water with all the force that helps to turn the turbines. And with generators, power is to 
be produced. The turbines are being set in the powerhouse, ready to be commissioned.  
 
The power generated is transmitted through a 500-mile transmission network. This power is 
carried to the Valco smelter and to various industries in Tema. It goes to the mines and to the 
homes of many Ghanaians as cheap and plentiful electricity.  
 
Transmission lines and switches are set as the final work on the turbines goes on. The 
powerhouse is getting fully completed. The Volta River Project, with its many problems, has 
seen life. Four years, from 1961 when the project started, the Volta River Authority, the 
government, and the people of Ghana, and all those who have worked on the project, have had 
the full satisfaction of work well done ahead of schedule, and at a lower coast than was 
estimated. Very few civil engineering feats, indeed on the magnitude of Ghana’s Volta River 
Project, can claim such a record.  
 
The 370 foot high rock filled dam, 2,200 feet long, and the saddle dam, towering into the sky like 
a live mountain. The lake, the powerhouse, the spillways, the pin stocks, and the resettlement 
villages, are a living and perfect example of the biggest success in unity and cooperation. This is 
Ghana’s Volta River Project. A project that is to lead Ghana to a new, brighter, and a more 
prosperous future. 


